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	Create a symbol that follows the reader around whenever an important decision needs to be made.  Make sure the symbol serves as a powerful visual image.
	Are there any recurring items that show up during an important revelation or critical time period?
	In Scott Pilgrim, every single time one of Ramona’s exes shows up for a battle, there is the letter x in the scene somewhere.
 
In Spiderman, the presence of a web means that a problem is about to show up.

	Employ an archetype by creating a person that stands for more than just that one person.  This character should be created as a representation of a larger role or part of society.  Click here for some common archetypes.
 
Please note that most characters on TV or in books are dynamic, meaning that they have many different traits that prevent them from being put in a box.  When you notice that this is not true for a character, likely this character is being used as an archetype.
	Does the character have an overwhelming presence and seem to fulfill a larger duty than what’s in the moment?  Is the character one sided or dimensional?
	In Sons of Anarchy, Gemma represents the caregiver – someone who would do anything to protect those she loves.
 
In Frozen, Olaf serves as the jester – someone who is always trying to make someone laugh and lighten the mood either intentionally or unintentionally.

	Create an allegory that sends the message a deeper meaning about society in general.  In order for the story to be an allegory, each character that is mentioned must have a specific role or representation in this deeper meaning.
	What is this story supposed to represent in time?  What important message do all of the characters serve to contribute to that message?
	The Hunger Games sends a deeper message about communism.  The kids who are sent to compete can be looked at as the sacrifices that are made for conformity.  The divisions of the districts can be looked at as the divisions of labor within the communistic society.  The president can be looked at as the leader, the soldiers as the soldiers in a more literal sense, but other characters serve a specific function in sending this message to the viewer.
 
The Great Gatsby sends a deeper message about societal values and capitalism in the 1900’s.  Jay Gatsby represents new money and the idea that someone can start from nothing and become something.  Nick represents the innocent or the in-between – the every day worker who needs to make money but is stuck between wrong and right.  Tom Buchanan represents old money and the philosophy that the rich should stay rich while the poor should stay poor.



