	Creating Humor
	Assessing Humor
	Real-World Application

	Surprise – misfortune or incontruity 
	Is there a situation that is unfortunate in a surprising way?  Is there something that doesn’t match with the expectations of the setting?
	Suddenly the character realizes that the woman she was trying to help save from falling into the train tracks was actually the spy sent to kill her.

Thanksgiving is a time of giving thanks and appreciation, but when all things go wrong in trying to cook dinner, stress heightens and watching that character’s reactions is entertaining.

	Audacity – when someone is brutally honest or has the guts to do something out of the ordinary 
	Does the character say something rude or crass that isn’t appropriate?
	When someone goes up to you and says something blunt about your appearance – you might not necessarily think it’s funny, but the other people in the room might laugh.

	Obsession – when someone takes something seriously that is not normally taken so seriously
	Is there anything the character is obsessed with?
	A grown man can tell you everything about all of the trains on Thomas the Train.

	Relief at frustration – when something receives an incredible build up only to be relieved by something simple
	Is there anything in the story that is made to seem incredibly difficult but that turns out to be incredibly easy?
	You push the door open ten times with all of your force only to discover that the sign says pull.

	Ego / Superiority – when someone who thinks they’re better than others is put in their place
	Is there a stuck up character who gets a lesson?
	In Mean Girls, the main mean girl realizes that she is actually eating a protein bar designed to make wrestlers gain weight rather than make girls lose weight as she had been told.  This realization on her part is her being put in her place.

	Colorful narration – descriptive language usually focused on some element of brutal honesty
	Is the language unnecessarily descriptive?
	In “A & P” you are given an overwhelming amount of details about almost every single aspect of the store.

	Unique language – untraditional word choice
	Are there any puns or slang?  Juxtaposition or incongruous word pairs?
	When an older person with a cane and grey hair says to you, “What’s up my homie?”

	Colorful characters – characters that are very extreme in their view of the world, action, expectations
	Are there any very dynamic characters who are extreme in their dealings?
	When Sheldon from The Big Bang Theory can’t understand why anyone would sit in his seat or want to eat a different type of food on the “wrong” day of the week.

	Exaggeration – using an extreme version of something for effect
	Are there any exaggerations?
	When you say that it’s so quiet you could hear a mouse.

	Understatement – not giving as much attention to something that normally would deserve it
	Are there any places in which you expected something to get more attention?
	The White House is a nice place to live.

	Asides (words in parentheses that make the reader feel that the narrator is speaking only to the reader – like you are sharing in a personal secret or inside joke)
	Are there any words that are just meant for you?
	I told him I loved him.  (I didn’t really know if that was true, but I figured it would do more good than harm at the time.)

	Sarcasm – when a character says something that is not what he or she means; meant to be clever or even manipulative; there is an intention to eventually reveal the truth or an expectation that the truth will be revealed in time
	Is there any point in time when the character says something to be clever or manipulative knowing full well that the person they have said this to does or will know what they really mean?
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