	Creating Suspense
	Assessing Suspense
	Real-World Application

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Put the character in danger – Put your character in a life-threatening situation. 
	Is the character in jeopardy of losing his or her life? Is he or she about to get hurt?
	Jack Bauer in 24 has a bomb that is about to explode that he needs to diffuse in the next 5 minutes or the building will explode.
Catniss in The Hunger Games is told that if she wins this time, her sister will die.

	Create high stakes – Give your character something important to lose. 
	Is the character at risk of losing something important – his or her job, children, freedom, spouse, reputation, etc.?
	If Jack Bauer doesn’t diffuse this bomb, his daughter will never forgive him because she warned him of this plot 3 weeks ago and he never took her seriously.
In Shameless, the kids are in danger of being taken away after Fiona makes a mistake with her drugs.

	Use foreshadowing by mentioning something that is seemingly harmless even though it plays a big part later on
	Is there anything at the end of the story that you suddenly understood the role of? Be sure to read the story twice before saying no.
	In Frozen, we suddenly realize what is meant by “true love” – there is a reason why the spell isn’t broken by “the kiss of a prince” like in The Frog Princess.
In the series finale of Breaking Bad, the song on the radio sings, “maybe tomorrow a bullet may find me,” telling us what will happen to Walter in a way that is only noticeable after watching the events unfold.

	Create a build-up – Give your reader some time between when the character is faced with the conflict and when the character resolves the conflict
	Does the solution come right away? Is there an inner monologue about the problem before the resolution presents itself?
	While Jack Bauer is trying to diffuse the bomb, he can’t remember if he needs to cut the blue or the red wire – you see him alternating back and forth between the two.
In Frozen, Elsa’s powers are discovered and she runs away relatively early in the movie. The rest of the movie is devoted to the intricacies of that larger plotline rather than having the problem solved right away.

	Create an obstacle for your character to overcome – something that complicates the conflict.
	There is normally a conflict – resolution pattern to stories, but after the initial conflict, is there an additional obstacle that the character must overcome in order to resolve the problem? (Think: The conflict is that someone has been stealing money from the cash register. The obstacle is when the owner finds out that it is her brother who is the thief. The resolution comes when she has to decide whether or not to fire her own brother.)
	Jack Bauer cuts the black wire by accident, and even though that doesn’t set off the explosion, that gets the clock to count down at a faster speed, so now he has half the time as originally planned to make this decision.
In Maleficent, the problem of Aurora’s curse is furthered by the dim-wittedness of the fairies, but also by Maleficent’s true feelings for the princess. This is even further complicated by Maleficent’s feelings for the King.

	Create an interesting or likeable character – Give your reader a character to root for – even if they are rooting for someone not so nice, the character must be “interesting” enough for the reader to want to see the character succeed or fail.
	Are you invested in this character’s success? Why? What is interesting about this character? What makes the character relatable or sympathetic?
	Jack Bauer is always trying to protect the safety of the public. He has numerous character flaws, but none that make you want anything less than success for him. He is quirky and he never sleeps. He is a bit anti-social, but only because his life experiences have hardened him to the world. He sees so much evil, and yet, he is able to love his daughter and fight for her safety and the safety of those she loves.
Dexter is a very popular show even though it is about a serial killer. I wouldn’t typically call the main character likeable or relatable, but I would call him interesting.



